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UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO HONORS
TOP ALUM FRANCES OLDAK DOLAN
The Bishop Buddy Award, the highest honor issued to a
University of San Diego graduate, was bestowed this year on a
woman who has dedicated her life to the values of family, Frances
Oldak Dolan.
Mrs. Dolan, a 1963 USD graduate who worked in Bishop Buddy's
office during her student years, received the award Dec. 6 at the
1990 Alumni Mass.
Mrs. Dolan has been married for 27 years to William Dolan, a

(

vice president of Investcal Realty Corporation of San Diego. The
couple met at a Catholic singles dance and were married by Bishop
Buddy in 1963 at the Immaculata, where the newly installed chimes
rang for the first time to announce their nuptials.
The Dolans have four sons and a daughter, who is now a
freshman at USD.
Frances Dolan has been a quiet leader in the family of USD
alumni. Her numerous offices of distinction include President and
board member of the Alumnae of the Sacred Heart, past member of
the USD National Alumni Association Board of Directors and
President of the USD Auxiliary.
Professor Therese Whitcomb, a 1953 USD graduate who was the
1989 recipient of the Bishop Buddy Award, said in presenting the
award to Fran Dolan, "The love and dedication she has demon-more-

strated not only for her immediate family, but for her extended
family at USD as well, can serve as inspiration for all of us.
"Our recipient has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to
Catholic education," Whitcomb said. "She is a tireless volunteer
with a love for her alma mater that is truly worthy of
commendation."
Said Michael Liuzzi, President of the USD Alumni Association,
"Fran Dolan is a vibrant woman whose ministry has enriched her
family and all she touches."
Upon receiving the award, Mrs. Dolan said, "For me, receiving
the Bishop Buddy Award is a honor and privilege that cannot be
topped ... because it is presented in the memory of a man whom I
admired greatly, who influenced me in many of my decisions and
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who left me with a lasting impression of his kindness and his
generosity and his saintliness."
The Bishop Buddy Award is presented annually to an alumna or
alumnus who has made a significant contribution to his or her
profession and has served the community and the University.
For the first time in its 17-year history, The Alumni Mass was
celebrated simultaneously in San Francisco as well as San Diego.
The Bishop Buddy Award recipient was announced at both Masses.
Alumni Relations Director John Trifiletti said the
unprecedented joint observance "is a strong statement about the
university and its Catholicity.
"We hope to include our developing regional chapters in this
unique celebration in the future," Trifiletti said.
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NOTE: The Dolans are residents of Mission Hills.

